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UHF stations are inherently handicapped by channel position, audience viewing habits

and perception and technical characteristics, yet face the same competitive obstacles as their

more powerful established VHF competitors. Creating a television duopoly exception for UHF

stations will permit these smaller and generally less successful stations to operate in a more

efficient and cost-effective manner. It will facilitate diversity by permitting those UHF stations

with a specialized format to continue to respond to the particular concerns of otherwise unserved

groups of viewers. It will similarly facilitate competition by enabling once-weak stations to

compete effectively not only with other television and radio stations but with their multichannel

competitors.W

The public interest supports a limited exception to any new television duopoly rule that

permits UHFfUHF combinations. UHF stations are almost inevitably the weakest stations in

their markets, and permitting two such stations to be commonly owned not only would not

detract from competition and diversity, but would contribute to those goals by creating stronger

competitors that are able to provide more and better public interest programming.

Conclusion

The Commission's decision in this important rulemaking proceeding must reflect the

practical realities of television station operation in the contemporary communications

marketplace. It must recognize that this marketplace is not limited to broadcast stations, but

encompasses a vast variety of old and new media. In that dynamic environment, ownership

38/ If UHF stations can become stronger as the result of duopoly ownership, this will
have the added benefit of creating a viable station base for creation of additional new networks.
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restrictions are an unnecessary anachronism. To the extent that the Commission feels compelled

to continue to encumber television licensees with ownership limitations, those limitations

should, at least, reflect the practical realities of station operation. In particular, if the

Commission decides to regulate television LMAs, relationships created pursuant to existing

LMAs like that involving WDRB and WFTE must be grandfathered and transferable. Further,

UHF-UHF combinations in the same market must be permitted.

Respectfully submitted,

Dow, Lohnes & Albertson, PLLC

1200 New Hampshire Avenue, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20036

(202) 776-2000

February 7, 1997
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WFTE CABLE SYSTEM INFORMATION

HEAOENDS

TKR Cable

Insight Communications

Marcus Communications

TeleScripps Cable Co.

TeleCable of Radcliff

TCI

Charter Communications

Marcus Communications

American Cable Entertainment

Bardstown Cable TV

Falcon Cable TV

TCI

Tele-Media Company

Enstar Cable

Clear Cable TV

Derbytown Communications

Tel

Rapid Cable

Louisville

Jeffersonville, Sellersburg, IN;
Buckner, Bedford

New Albany, IN

Elizabethtown, Campbellsville,
Leitchfield, Hodgenville

Radcliff

Shepherdsville, Brandenburg

Shelbyville, Eminence

Seymour, IN

Madison, IN; Lebanon, Carrollton

Bardstown

Scottsburg, Pekin, Henryville, IN

Salem, IN

French Lick, Marengo, IN;
Hardinsburg, Cloverport,
Irvington, KY

Greensburg

Bardstown, Willisburg

Bullitt County

Taylorsville, Lebanon Junction,
Bloomfield, Mount Washington

CaneyVille, McDaniels, Upton,
Big Clifty



C'Burg Cable TV

Falcon Cable TV

Regional Cable TV

Community Cable Service

Campbellsburg, Medora, IN

Bradfordsvi lie

Hardinsburg, Dupont; Elizabeth,
Leavenworth; Freetown, IN;
Barrellton, KY

Franklin County


